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February 21, 2016 Second Sunday of Lent Lectionary: 27 Gospel Lk 9:28b-36 
Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up the mountain to pray. While he was praying his face changed in 
appearance and his clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah,  
who appeared in glory and spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions 
had been overcome by sleep, but becoming fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. As they 
were about to part from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here; let us make three tents, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” But he did not know what he was saying. While he was still speaking, a cloud 
came and cast a shadow over them, and they became frightened when they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud 
came a voice that said, “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.” After the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. They 
fell silent and did not at that time tell anyone what they had seen.  

 
Scripture Reflection: “When He took with Him to a height mountain, Peter, James, and John—Peter the Rock; James 

destined to be the first Apostle-martyr; and John the visionary of the future glory of the Apocalypse.  These three were 
present when He raised from the dead the daughter of Jairus.  All three needed to learn the lesson of the Cross to rectify 
their false conceptions of the Messiah.  Peter had vehemently protested against the Cross, while James and John had 
been throne-seekers.  All three would later on sleep in the Garden of Gethsemane during His agony.  To believe in His 
Calvary, they must see the glory that shone beyond the scandal of the Cross. – Fulton Sheen 
 
Reflection Questions: 
1.  Why was it important for Peter, James, and John to see the transfiguration? 
2. Why was it important for others to witness the crucifixion before being told about the transfiguration?  
3. How did this moment help Peter, James, and John, in the faith? 
4. Are there “glory stories” from other people’s lives that motivate you? 
5. Do you share “glory stories” (the great things God has done for you with others)?  Why or Why Not? 

  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/9:28
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February 28, 2016 - Third Sunday of Lent Third Sunday of Lent Lectionary: 30 Gospel Lk 13:1-9 
Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. Jesus said 
to them in reply, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all other 
Galileans? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! Or those eighteen people who 
were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them— do you think they were more guilty than everyone else who lived in 
Jerusalem? By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!” And he told them this 
parable:  “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his orchard,  and when he came in search of fruit on it 
but found none, he said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree  but have 
found none. So cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?’ He said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for this year also, and I 
shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you can cut it down.’” 

 
Scripture Reflection: Faith is not an insurance policy that if we fulfill our obligations then bad things will not 
happen to us.  God has decided that this world was the best world that He could make because it included 
love.  In order to include love He had to include free-will and in including free-will He had to allow us to choose 
evil.  God therefore does not promise if we are faithful to Him that bad things will not happen to us but rather 
He will always bring good out of the bad for us.  He is with us in our suffering.  Will we let Him help us?  
 
Reflection Questions: 
1.  Why is their evil in the world? 
2.  Why does bad things happen to good people? 
3.  Are you producing good fruit? 
4.  What happens when you turn away from love? 
5.  What are some images that help you have hope when bad things happen? 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/13:1

